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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
Prior to examination, please amend the application as follows: 

In the Claims 
Please amend the claims as follows: 




1 . (Amended) A method of synchronizing two de/compression modems in a voice frame 
network, each of the modems being connected with a corresponding gateway to form a 
corresponding segment, the method comprising: 

terminating the physical layer at either end by thef corresponding gateways; 

negotiating at either gateway a physical layer ;pd error-correcting data link layer with 
the corresponding modem; 

sending from either gateway to an associaj£d modem in response to any poll command 
therefrom a not-ready message; 

signaling the other gateway when physical layer and error-correcting data link layer 
negotiations have been completed; and 

when each gateway has signaled thef other that negotiations have been completed, 
halting said not-ready message-sending and sending a ready message to a corresponding 
modem, whereby synchronized data transmissions between the modems commences. 
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